
  

 

In Essentials: Unity;   In Non-Essentials: Liberty;   In All Things: Love 

     Fulneck Moravian Church  

 Magazine 

Minister: Rev. James Woolford The Parsonage, 38 Fulneck, Pudsey, LS28 8NT 

tel: 0113 256 4828 email: james.woolford@moravian.org.uk     www.fulneck.org.uk  

The British Province of the Unitas Fratrum (Moravian Church), Registered Charity Number 251211 

Editor:  Sr Mary Holmes  tel: 0113  2558547 email: mary@woodhall28.co.uk  

   April 2024 

Minister’s Letter 
 
 

What is Joy? 
It is now officially Spring. The flowers are 
blooming and the trees are becoming full once 
again. Life is returning and even the weather is 
improving. Spring really is a joyful season but 
thinking about it, what is joy and how do we live 
it? 
 
A few weeks ago, I, along with my fellow 
ministers and lay workers in the church attended 
a retreat in the Ammerdown Conference and 
Retreat Centre in Radstock (roughly 25mins drive 
south of Bath), and the theme of that retreat was 
all about Finding Joy. And yes, in case there was 
any doubt, there were plenty of jokes about the 
fact that Sr Joy Raynor was on holiday at that 
point so we couldn’t find her, even though we 
knew where she was. It is always nice to get away 
as colleagues and whilst I personally didn’t find 
the sessions that were available to us very helpful 
for a number of reasons I won’t go into here, it 
was certainly joyful spending time in fellowship 
with each other. 
 
According to my calculations and using my 
concordance to the NRSV Bible, the word “Joy” 
appears 154 times throughout the Bible and 
whilst that is a long way behind love, at over 300 
uses, and God and Lord which are the two most 
common words, it shows that joy is key to the 
Bible story and therefore key to our story and 
journey of faith. Therefore, it is important that 
we spend time looking at what joy is and how we 
find it. 

 
Some years ago, I attended a talk by American 
Theologian Rob Bell about joy. He made the case 
that joy was much more that happiness. 
Happiness is simply the opposite of sadness, but 
real joy comes from hardship and from making 
peace with the notion that life is hard. He 
pointed to the book of Ecclesiastes and the 
opening lines that read,  

 
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” 
    says the Teacher. 
“Utterly meaningless! 
    Everything is meaningless.” 
Ecclesiastes 1:2 
 

According to Rob the word that we take as 
Meaningless, or Vanities in other translations, 
comes from a Hebrew word that more accurately 
means, mist. Everything is mist. Like the vapour 
when you spray your plants with a bottle, it is 
here and then quickly it is gone as it dissipates 
into the air. Perhaps then joy can be found when 
we’re able to put aside all the trivial things that 
plague our minds and, to use an apt metaphor 
for this time of year, sit back and smell the roses.  

 
Jesus takes time in his Sermon on the Mount to 
talk about worrying and tells us to not worry 
about the small things in life and to trust in God 
that we will have what we need to survive 
because of God’s love for us. He even includes a 
little humour with the line: 
 
“And can any of you by worrying add a single 
hour to your span of life? [Matthew 6:27] 
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It seems to me then that true joy is found when we place our lives and all our trust in God and rest as-
sured that whatever hardship we are facing will pass. Nothing sums that up more brilliantly than when 
the disciples see the risen Christ alive again and present with them. The disciples are gathered  
together inside a locked room. The fact that the room is locked is vital information because it tells us 
they gathered in fear and wanted to keep people out. And yet, even in this locked room, Jesus stands 
among them, and offers them peace. After appearing to them several times the Gospel of Luke finishes 
with this, 

 

“Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 
 blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped 
 him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing 
 God.”    Luke 24:50-53 

 

After all they’ve been through, all that they had learnt, they returned with great joy. My prayer for you 

this day is that you find joy. The true joy that seeps into our very being and is reflected in all that we do. 

We are called to be a joyful people because we have heard the Good News of the Gospel message that 

tells us that whatever we are going through, we have the hope of joy and the love of God that moves 

with us and shows us that all things are possible. If we take that message on board, we can find joy. It 

isn’t straightforward but it is free, like all the best things in life are.  

Fulneck Anniversary Street Party 
 
 
As so many of us enjoyed our Coronation Street Party last year we decided we didn’t need an excuse to 
hold a lunch each year, but we found one!  
 
This time we’re going to be celebrating the church anniversary. Everyone connected with Fulneck -  

the church and the settlement – is invited to join us on Sunday 19 May. 

 
We’ll be setting up and closing the road on the Sunday morning so help will be needed before and after 
the service. More details will follow next month 
but don’t forget to put the date in your diary 
now. 
 
 
Sr Allison  
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MWA 
 
Looking forward: Tuesday 14 May  you are warmly invited to a meeting to discuss restarting the MWA 
Circle at Fulneck. The meeting will be at 36 Fulneck, starting at 14.00.  
 
The invitation is extended from Sr Myra Dickinson and Sr Sue Minshull. 
 
Other MWA dates:  
 
 MWA Away Day Saturday 13 April, Hall Green. 
 
 MWA Retreat Friday-Sunday 3-5 May, Northern Ireland.      
 

SISTERS’ FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY 12 MAY 

 
The Sisters’ Festival is a long-held Moravian tradition; although it dates back to the 1740s it 
retains its importance today.  
 
You are warmly invited to join us for breakfast in the BB Hall, from 8.45. The cost will be 
£6.00. Nearer the date, a list will go up in the Bell Room for you to sign so that we know 
how many people to cater for.  
 
Following breakfast and the cup of covenant we will go to the church, where  
Sr Claire Maxwell will lead the Service.  
 
We sincerely hope that you will join us for this joyous and important event.  
 
Sr Myra Dickinson 

Organ recital  
 
 
 

Charles Edmondson, who played a wonderful Organ Recital last 

Autumn, has agreed to play our first Spring Recital at 11am on 

Thursday 4 April. He is an old boy of the school and pupil of 

Harold Jones, in addition he is a great raconteur.  

 

All are welcome. 
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 HAPPY 90TH to ROS 
  
 Warmest wishes to our most recent member to join the  jolly  
 band of nonagenarians ….  
 
 Ok, I had to look that up.  It simply means over 90! 

April flowers 
 
The Church flowers on 21 April will be gifted by Chris Robbins. A warm 
thank you to her and all who gift flowers over the year. 
 
 
 

Craft and Chatter 
 
The craft group has changed!  
 
We’re now being honest and calling ourselves Craft and Chatter as the latter is what we do a lot of. I 
know you’ll be surprised at that!  
We’ve also moved and will be meeting at the home of Sr Molly Johnson. There will be a car going from 
Fulneck for most sessions so, if you want to come then please let me know and we’ll make sure we get 
you there. 
 
Our first meeting will be on Monday 15 April from 2pm – 4pm. Bring something you’re working on and 
come and join us. 
 
Sr Allison 

Pudsey Carnival: 18 May 
We need your chocolate! Help us to take our successful 

chocolate tombola to the Pudsey Carnival. There’s a box in 

the bell room for donations and in May we’ll be asking for 

help on the day to spread the load.  

It’s a brilliant opportunity for us to make sure Pudsey knows 

about Fulneck and the amazing things that happen within 

the settlement.   
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THE COMENIAN: October 1983 
 

FRED THE GREAT … a title that caught my eye when looking through this old school magazine. 

Hope you enjoy! 
 
In these weight-watching days it is a refreshing change to come across someone who has never let a few 
calories stand between him and a good square meal. Fred Cotton, chef extraordinare of Fulneck School, 
is just such a person. … ‘A balanced meal’ he was once heard to say ‘is not a balanced meal if people eat 
only part of it.’ The result is a generation of Fulneck boys who have enjoyed steamed puddings galore 
and lots of fried food … No wonder the School has never had much of a reputation at cross-country run-
ning! The same diet goes down well with the teaching staff, who slump into two groups—the heavy and 
the heavier. 
 

PROSECCO AND POTTERY—SOUL SISTERS 
Here are some photographs from our recent Soul Sisters event. Thanks to all who went along and to 
those who organised the evening. Certainly a great success, even if some of the coasters come up a 
little wobbly! 
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Breaking Bread 
 
The Apostles devoted themselves to teaching and fellowship, the breaking of bread and to  
prayers. 
 
How easily breaking of bread follows on from fellowship. When we meet together to break bread we 
experience fellowship with each other. Breaking bread can be taken literally as breaking a piece of bread 
of sharing food together. Linking back to eating together. 
 
Once a month we meet to break bread on a Sunday afternoon. Interestingly we don’t actually break 
bread during communion but many of us do during the Lovefeast. I find it extremely comforting to sit 
and break pieces off my bread bun to eat and, looking round, that’s what many others do. 
 
We do also break bread during communion in remembrance of Jesus. How powerful it feels to be served 
so we eat and drink at the same time. I’ve been privileged to go to the last two Passion Plays at  
Oberammergau. Each play was different in how it was produced but the scene of the last supper was 
very powerful in each. Despite there being several thousand in the audience and the play being in  
German, a language I don’t speak, it was a very intimate experience and I felt as though I was there with 
the disciples with Jesus breaking bread. It certainly felt like a very special meal. 
 
It may have been the last time he did this before he died but he’d done it many times before. He’d  
broken bread and blessed it but this time according to Mark, while they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 
Mark 14 v 22. How confusing this would have been for the disciples. Jesus knew he was going to die and 
he wanted his best friends to have a special memory of this last meal together. 
 
Should blessing, breaking and sharing bread be ‘special’ or ordinary? Should it be a holy habit when 
whenever we meet together? What times and places do you break bread when not at church? 
The early Christians found God in every aspect of life and they gathered together to share their lives as a 
community. They made mistakes, didn’t always share yet they found something so special they tried to 
follow Christ’s example. They took bread, gave thanks, broke it, shared it and consumed it. Through 
breaking bread we are invited to gather, take the everyday, thank God for it, break it, share it and eat it. 
During the last supper there was no right or wrong way of breaking the bread so let’s follow Jesus and 
break bread whenever and however we can. 
 

 

 

HOLY HABITS 
Missional discipleship as 

a way of life. 
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Let’s pray for the nourishment breaking bread can bring us. 
Let’s bring before God the times when we have felt nourished…. 
For all that we’ve been given, for times of fulfilment, for times of satisfaction. 
For times of abundance. 
We thank you God. 
 

Let’s bring before God those times when we or others have had nothing…. 
For the times when there is nothing to give and nothing to take. 
For the times we are overlooked, for the times we overlook others. 
God give us what we need. 
Amen              
              
       
  
 

 Lovefeast buns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The Chalice used at Fulneck during our 
    Holy Communion services.  

CALLED HOME 
 
Maureen Sykes has been called home. Her funeral will be at Fulneck Church on Tuesday 9 April,  
commencing at 13.45. 
 
After a private family cremation service, there will be refreshments at the Rawdon Conservative Club to 
which all friends are warmly invited. 
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Calendar 

Please submit material for the next edition to myself by mid-day Monday 22 April.  Thanks, Mary 

March 
 
Thurs 28   09.45 Morning Prayers. 
   19.30 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion. Joint  service with Baildon.  
    Br James Woolford. 
Fri 29   11.45 Churches Together Walk of Witness. 
   19.30 Good Friday Liturgy service. Sr Hilary Smith. 
 
Sunday 31  07.00 Easter Day service. Br James Woolford. 
   08.00  Easter Day breakfast. BB Hall. 
   10.30 Easter Day service. Br John McOwat. 
April 
 
Thurs 4  09.45 Morning Prayers. 
 
Sunday 7  14.30 Lovefeast and Holy Communion. Br James Woolford. 
Tuesday 9  13.45 Funeral of Maureen Sykes. Br John McOwat. 
Thurs 11  09.45 Morning Prayers. 
 
Sunday 14  10.30 Morning Service. Br Stephen Gledhill. 
    Holy Habits Faith Lunch in the BB Hall. 
Mon 15  14.00 Craft and Chatter Group. At the home of Sr Molly Johnson. 
Wed 17   19.15 Church Committee. 
Thurs 18  09.45 Morning Prayers. 
 
Sunday 21  10.30 Morning Service. Sr Ruth France. 
Thurs 25  09.45 Morning Prayers. 
 
Sunday 28  10.30 Family Service. Br James Woolford. 
 
May  
 
Thurs 2  09.45 Morning Prayers 
Sunday 5   14.30 Lovefeast and Holy Communion. Br James Woolford. 
 


