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Minister’s Letter
Greetings to you all at the start of this new
chapter for us all.
As this marks my first minister’s letter and, indeed,
my first official communication to you since my
call to serve the Fulneck congregation, I thought I
would take this opportunity to introduce myself,
my family and explain, in a very brief way, my
hopes for the future.

Some of you will know me either from my time
growing up in the district or from my time as
minister for the Lower Wyke and Wellhouse
congregations but others may have no idea who I
am. So, given that, let’s start at the very beginning
as it’s a very good place to start.
I am 38 years old and started in ministry 8 years
ago. I’m married to Annette and we have just
celebrated our 10th wedding anniversary. We have
two children, Edward who is 7 and Charlotte who
is 4. Both of them will be starting at Fulneck
School in September. Edward loves performing,
especially singing and he has recently become a
big football fan. Charlotte likes Gymnastics,
climbing and unicorns.
Before going into ministry I spent 4 years working
in the performing arts industry doing things like
children’s theatre, pantomimes (oh yes I did) and
singing in hotels. I still retain a passion for
performing and whilst living in Hornsey I was an
active member of the Crouch End Players where I
both acted and directed a variety of different
plays. I try to bring elements of my background
into my ministry especially when it comes to

working with children and young people but also
as a part of leading worship. I feel it is important
to make our worship as engaging as possible and
having a degree in drama helps with the
presentation skills needed. Also, because of my
background I have experience in event
management, creating and running social
activities like quiz nights, cabaret shows and
festivals.
I see engaging with the local community as being
of vital importance for the mission of the church.
I’ve already performed at the Pudsey Festival this
year and made sure to introduce myself to as
large a number of people as possible. I believe
that social events and gatherings are key to
building those bridges between the church and
the local community. As a life long Moravian I am
aware of how easy it is to forget how daunting it
can be for people outside the church to step a
foot over the threshold. There is the fear of the
unfamiliar and the fear of judgement. By building
those bridges and engaging with people in a more
neutral setting, it can help to reduce some of the
fear factor.
Continued page2 …

In Essentials: Unity; In Non-Essentials: Liberty; In All Things: Love

I know that there is a lot of fear within our churches, especially fear for the future. I believe that the
Moravian Church has a great deal to offer to people and many of our key characteristics are things that
people are searching for. I will not allow the church to go down without a fight. My missional approach
can best be summed up in the parable of the sower. The Sower has more failures than successes
but he never gives up sowing. Together we will keep planting seeds and then praying that, with God’s
guidance, some of those seeds will grow and in so doing, the love and the grace of God will become
known to them and those they meet.
I look forward to walking with you on this next step in the long life of Fulneck Moravian Church.
God bless you all
Rev James Woolford.

Fulneck News and Notices

Good-bye and Hello
Having said farewell to Michael , Claire, Daniel and Ethan as
they depart Fulneck, we say HELLO and WELCOME to our new
Minister, James Woolford.
The Welcome Service for James is Thursday 2 September,
7.00pm. The service is being led by Sr. Jane Dixon.

Museum Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 5 October: 7.00pm: Boys’ Brigade.

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 5 October and we hope you will come along. The
meeting will elect officers and as many committee members as possible for the next twelve months.
Everyone is welcome. After the official business we will be serving light refreshments.
We look forward to welcoming you to the meeting.
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FULNECK INFORMATION BOARD
After much hard work, it happened—the Board was in place and ready to be unveiled.
Thanks to all who were there for the unveiling and have, in different ways, contributed to
this Board that will hopefully be read by many visitors to the Settlement.

Please come along to see the H.O.D. exhibition in church on Saturday 11 September, 1.30pm to
3.30pm. The occasion will be an opportunity for the congregation, Fulneck community and friends and to
meet socially, something we haven’t been able to do for many months!
Our new minister, Rev James Woolford and family will be joining us. There will be a chance to chat over a
cup of tea and enjoy one of the notorious nutekins, a fruity triangular bun originally baked in the early
years of Fulneck settlement.
This event on Saturday 11th September is a special invitation just for residents, congregation and friends.
Hope to see you on the 11th. On the official H.O.D. on the 18th September we will be welcoming many
local visitors and others from surrounding areas.
All best wishes
Sr. Myra Dickinson
PS: For a sneak preview, or if you are unable to come along, please follow the link to the Church You Tube
and the link is available on the Church website
https://youtu.be/RKVgiStBpQ4
http://www.fulneck.org.uk/?page_id=103
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Reflections on lockdown at Fulneck
‘We’ve always done it this way’ is a phrase that I’ve heard so many times as people resist new ideas at
the churches I’ve been to throughout my life. When the pandemic hit last year we had no choice and had
to make many changes and get used to new ways of doing things.
For me this has led to a few negative things but many more positive ones. In church, along with many
others, I sit on my own. With social distancing I can’t sit next to anyone. I’ve realised how important it is
to speak to people even if it’s just to say hello.
Social distancing has meant the ‘usual’ pew isn’t always available and so we’ve maybe found ourselves
sitting somewhere we’ve never sat before. I’ve definitely become a pew hopper and will continue do this
when restrictions end. I’ve met many new people and the service is just as meaningful wherever I sit!
The church also looks so good with people in the front pews instead of all at the back.

I joined the regular coffee mornings on Zoom and loved meeting people I’d never spoken to before as
well as getting to know others better. I also joined the international prayer meeting. Would I have
thought of doing that before? Probably not. The online services introduced me to so many people
around the province I’d heard of but never seen. The Bible Book Club also took to Zoom which meant we
were able to keep going throughout it all and anyone who was isolating could still take part.
So what does all this mean? A friend of mine always used to say when he was told we’ve always done it
like this - if you keep on doing what you’ve always done, you’ll keep on getting what you’ve already got.
Now we’re coming out of lockdown and have a new Minister with different skills to share, maybe we
should be asking what we’ve learnt as a church, and do we want what we already had or are we ready to
try more new things?
Sr Allison Turner

Not a game of chess but… two bishops

Thank you to Br Joachim Kreusel for coming from
Ockbrook to lead our service.
In addition to an inspiring address, he challenged
us to sing one hymn in the round—
the congregation was
divided into three parts and
we made it!
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Gomersal News and Notices
Moravian Missions
Many thanks to members and friends of the congregation for attending the presentation by Bob
Hopcroft. As a result of people’s generosity, we were able to send a cheque to Church House for £620 for
the year 2020/2021.
Thank you to Bob for a most enjoyable presentation of the many places he visited in the mission field; it
brings home the need to do more work for this worthy cause.
Thank you. Sr Lesley Thompson

One photograph shows the Tomato Project at Elim House, India; the other is cooking for twelve in
Binnakandi, Assam

WELLBRING WEDNESDAYS
Wellbeing Walks: all starting at 10.30.
1st September
6th October
3rd November
1st December
Julian meetings: all starting at 10.30
8th September
13th October
10th November
8th December

Bob and Wendy would like to say a big thank you for all the cards, gifts, thoughts and prayers that they
received for their Golden Wedding Anniversary last month. What was going to be a muted celebration
because of COVID, with plans for a family celebration postponed until next year, we had a wonderful
weekend with numerous unexpected visitors. Many, many thanks, Bob and Wendy.
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GENERAL NOTICES
Yorkshire District Conference at Gomersal
The Yorkshire District conference will be held at Gomersal on Saturday 2 October, commencing at 9.00
MWA Retreat: 3—5 Sept.
This is being held in Ilkley. We send our thoughts and prayers to all those attending and hope that they
have a good retreat.

Calendar
September
Wed 1
Thurs 2
3-5 Sept

10.30 Gomersal
7.00 Fulneck

Wellbeing Walking for Health
Welcome service for Br James Woolford. Minister Sr Jane Dixon
MWA Retreat at the Briery, Ilkley

Sunday 5

10.30 Gomersal
10.30 Fulneck

Family Worship led by Br Kenneth Evans
Communion Service led by Br James Woolford

Wed 8
Sat 11

10.30 Gomersal
1.30-3.30 Fulneck

Julian Meeting in Church
HOD for Congregation, Settlement and friends

Sunday 12

10.30 Gomersal
10.30 Fulneck

Morning Worship with Communion led by Sr Kathryn Woolford
Morning Service led by Br James Woolford

Wed 15

10.30 Gomersal
7.15 Fulneck
10.30-4.00 Fulneck

Bowls in Church
Church Committee meeting in BB
Heritage Open Day

Sunday 19

10.30 Gomersal
10.30 Fulneck

Family Worship led by Br Robert Hopcroft
Morning Service led by Br James Woolford

Tues 21

7.30

Church Committee in Church

Sunday 26

10.30 Gomersal
10.30 Fulneck

Harvest Festival led by Br Martin Smith followed by Harvest Lunch
Harvest Festival led by Br James Woolford with collection for St
George’s Crypt

Sat 2

9.00

Yorkshire District Conference at Gomersal

Sunday 3

10.30 Gomersal
10.30 Fulneck
2.30 Fulneck

Family Worship led by Sr Kathryn Woolford
Morning Service led by Br James Woolford
Communion and Lovefeast led by Br James Woolford

Mon 5

7.00

Museum AGM in BB

Sat 18

Gomersal

October

Fulneck
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By Friday 24 September please send me material for the next edition
Where space allows, photographs are always good.
Thank you, Mary
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